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No! 
1. Because of sustained negative/cynical media coverage. 

2. Because philanthropists are aware of that attitude and it’s a real 
barrier to giving. 

3. Because last year’s Budget proposal on capping charity tax relief 
put the debate back by a generation. 
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What do philanthropists say? 
 “I am afraid of the media, it’s always negative… They have great power and there’s 
no right of reply” 

“Journalists decry giving. They enjoy digging the dirt. The press can be very hurtful” 

“Why are the media nasty? They don’t do good news, they are snide and they 
pander to jealousy. The obituaries of philanthropists are nice but during their lifetime 
journalists dig. There’s nothing to be done” 

“Reforming the press is a hopeless cause. We won’t be able to change their 
negative approach. You need to accept from the outset that whatever you do will be 
rubbished in newspapers because that’s what they’re there for. If you are giving 
money away people will think you are doing it for self-aggrandisement” 

[Journalism is] “the enemy of philanthropy”. 

All quotes from ‘Theresa Lloyd (2004) Why Rich People Give. ACF/Philanthropy UK 

 



What’s the evidence? 

Adjectives preceding the word ‘philanthropist’ in UK media coverage: 

Austere                 Status-seeking          Tax-ruse 

Self-styled             Couture-clad             Saintly (sarcastically) 

Disgraced             Philandering            Designer-trousered 

Dickensian            High-rolling              Ruthless  



What the papers say… 
[Philanthropy] “attracts the bored and under-qualified”   (The Times 29/3/06) 

[Philanthropists are] “hypocrites with more money than sense”      (Independent on Sunday 17/9/06) 

“Philanthropy is, if not exactly a dirty word in this country, at any rate nothing to shout about”  
(Daily Mail 27/6/06) 

[Philanthropists are] “motivated by a desire to be loved by as many as possible”  
(Sunday Telegraph 19/2/06) 

 
 

“Bill Gates is giving millions to charity. So? Why not? What else could he possibly do with all 
his money except coat himself in treacle and roll in banknotes?”  

(Guardian 28/11/06) 
 
“When the world’s second-richest man gives most of his money to the world’s richest man, 
we do well to count our spoons”  

(Guardian 28/6/06) 

 
 



Why don’t we love philanthropists? 
Because philanthropists are treated like other celebrities – their existence invites  

intense scrutiny, comment and criticism. 

Because of highly charged cultural attitudes towards wealth, success and class: 

“Curry King” 
“Fake Tan Queen”  
“The man to blame for shell suits”  
“The woman who  gave us peppermint foot balm” 
 
Because of ideas about the ‘undeserving rich’ 

People who’ve made too much money, too quickly and don’t dispose of it ‘well’ 

“Getting rich is now like body building. Do it too much or too quickly and you look stupid” 
(Clive James) 
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Concluding thought: It’s not just us 

“The word philanthropy and the idea it carries with it arouses mixed emotions… We 
expect rich men to be generous with their wealth and criticise them when they are not; 
but when they make benefaction, we question their motives, deplore the methods by 
which they obtained their abundance and wonder whether their gifts will not do more 
harm than good”  

Robert Bremner  (1960) American Philanthropy. Chicago: Chicago University Press 
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